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drank and it was taken to the bride. She follow-
ed this with a sip from the third cup and it was
passed to the groom. In all they only drank six
times instead of the traditional nine. After finish-
ing their wine., the couple and the nakodo and his
wife retired to a nearby room while the shrine
attendants rearranged the stools and the relatives
filed into the facing rows. The couple returned
and sat next to each other on the bridegroom's
side and the wedding toast was drunk.1 During
the interval, the serving girls had placed before
each guest a tray containing a dish in which there
was a piece of kobu seaweed, cuttlefish and two
chestnuts* There was also a saucer for wine. The
two families drank to each other's health in silent
unison. Then the ceremony was over, having
taken about ten minutes. Not a word had been
spoken except by the go-between who had origi->
nally announced the names of the bride and groom.
There had also been a little music during the
interval. Throughout the service neither the
bride not the groom looked at each other, but sat
with silent, frozen faces.
Silence and seeming unresponsiveness is not
due to disinterest |jut to custom.   It would have
1 The custom of tibte bride sitting at the bridegroom's
side is a strictly modem and unusual one.